
 
15 October 2022 

Dear All, 

News on the chalk stream implementation plan. 

Exactly one year ago, the CaBA chalk stream restoration group (CSRG) published a 
strategy and set of recommendations to restore ecological health to the unique chalk 
streams of England. It was a collaboration between regulators, industry, NGOs and 
independent stakeholders. 

The strategy was built around the “trinity of ecological health”: water quantity, water 
quality and habitat quality and consisted of 30+ recommendations to Defra, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the water companies, NGOs and stakeholders.   

CaBA CSRG also committed to publishing, one year later, an implementation plan. This 
gave the lead partners time to scope the ideas and come back with their responses, 
ideally including commitments and timelines for delivery. The changes in government 
that took place over the summer have delayed some of the responses, but I am 
determined to publish the plan this autumn, by the end of November.  

It is important to emphasise that our strategy and plan is not a once-and-for-all fix-all. 
The problems our chalk streams face are too considerable and complex for that. Some 
of the recommendations have been delivered, some will be set out as time-bound 
commitments, some will remain unanswered, for now.  

But we are making progress: we have, for example, got answers to our request to 
define all chalk catchments as “water-stressed”, meaning water companies can roll out 
universal metering; we have got an answer to our request that chalk streams should be 
treated as “high-priority sites” in the government’s stormwater reduction plan; we have 
assembled a national network of flagship full-catchment restoration projects, to be 
kick-started by water company support, but carried forward by all stakeholders. 

Over time the plan will act as a document of progress, regularly revisited and revised 
by the CaBA CSRG and used to hold all of the partners to task. I will be back in touch in 
a few weeks, as soon as the plan is published.  

In the meanwhile, I have been talking to various groups, who have invited me to, about 
the plan and its progress, including the Lea catchment partnership, the Chilterns 
AONB chalk stream project, Action for the River Kennet (ARK), the Colne Catchment 
Partnership and the nascent Beane and Frome headwaters flagship partnerships. Over 
the next few weeks I will be talking to the Little Ouse Headwaters Project, to RevIvel, 
and on November the 25th I will be presenting at the Chalk Stream Headwaters Forum. 

Yours, 

Charles Rangeley-Wilson OBE chair, CaBA chalk stream restoration group

Catchment  
Based Approach – chalk stream restoration group


