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friends of the 
RIB&QUIN Standon, Latchford & Plashes Wood

A leisurely exploration of the 
Rib valley south of Standon, 
including Latchford, Standon 
Lordship and Plashes Wood SSSI.

1    Looking out from the front 
door of The Star, Standon’s 16th 
Century public house, you 
immediately see St Mary’s Church. 
Built in the 13th-15th centuries on 
the site of an earlier Saxon church 
it contains the tombs of the great 
Tudor statesman Sir Ralph  
Sadleir and his son Sir Thomas. 
Turn right and walk south.

2     Reaching Papermill Lane you 
turn right and pass The Standon 
Puddingstone before continuing 
down the lane. 

You shortly cross the point where 
the Buntingford Railway line 
crossed the lane. This branch line 
ran from St Margarets to 
Buntingford until 1964. You also 
pass Standon Pumping Station, 
which moves e�uent up to the 
small sewage treatment works 
located on the hill above.

3    Passing through a steel gate to 
the left just before the ford, the 
walk crosses the River Rib’s �ood 
meadows, now picking up the old 
railway line and Harcamlow Way 
heading south.

4   Passing through a gateway 
with a wood on your left, Standon 
Lordship now comes into view, 
situated on the Rib’s eastern bank. 
Built by Sir Ralph Sadleir in the 
middle of the 16th Century, it 
played host to Elizabeth I and 
welcomed James VI of Scotland on 
his journey south to become 
James I of England. The Lordship

 today is only a small part of what 
was once a much larger house, 
said in its day to rival Hat�eld 
House in grandeur.

5     Passing through another 
metal gate, continue straight on. 
To your left and right is part of a 
Medieval deer park, now turned to 
arable agriculture. Also on your 
right as you pass over the chalk 
saddleback hill, the river wriggles 
in meanders with the semi-ancient 
woodland of Plashes Wood SSSI 
de�ning the western skyline and 
marking your return route.

6     Descending down towards 
Latchford a footbridge comes into 
view, shaded by bank-side 
willows. Ignore this and follow the 
lane that winds around the houses 
of Latchford, before descending 
back down to the river and the 
iron gates of Arches Hall. Continue 
to follow the lane south with the 
River Rib to your right.

7  Eventually the lane brings you 
to an impassable ford, though a 
few have tried. Cross the 
footbridge and follow the path 
towards the cottage, taking the 
right fork up to the road. 

Turn left on the road and a 
bridleway on the right is 
immediately apparent which 
steeply ascends west up the valley 
side to Plashes Wood. Continue to 
follow the path as it winds up 
through the woods, before you 
break out onto the Plashes Farm 
plateau.

8     Follow the path out into the 
�eld. On a clear day on your left 
and south the skyline of London 
can be easily picked out, with  
Canary Wharf, the Shard and City 
 

buildings clearly visible. This area 
has been occupied for millenia, 
with evidence of Roman kilns and 
a medieval village identi�ed 
before major mineral workings 
have made their impact.

9     The imposing manor house 
and majestic great barn at Plashes 
slightly lose their charm, 
juxtaposed against earth working 
juggernauts.  However the origins 
of a settlement can still be 
imagined around the ‘village’ pond 
that until very recently was an 
important amphibian breeding 
habitat - recent evidence of 
activity has not been found. Turn 
to your right just before the pond 
and follow the footpath north 
towards the woods again, passing 
a further pond as you enter the 
trees. The footpath quickly 
reaches a farm track. Follow this to 
the right and you will shortly be 
descending.

10     As you break out of the 
woods a panoramic view awaits, 
with Latchford directly below and 
Standon out to your left, with the 
River Rib meandering 
 across its ancient �oodplain. Turn 
left and north and follow the path 
along the edge of the wood, 
Standon Lordship emerging 
through the trees below. 

Turn the corner of the woods and 
continue to follow the tree line 
almost to the top. 25 metres from 
the top, branch right following the 
track across the �eld to reach 
Dowsetts Lane. 

11  As you look east from this high 
ground St Edmunds College 
dominates the scene, Britain’s 
oldest Catholic school with both 
the ancient Ermine Street and 
modern A10 running north/south 
below it. Follow the lane right 
towards the bench.   

 

12   Almost immediately take the 
straight track on your right that 
leads back down to Standon 
Lordship, the original manorial 
drive that led down from Ermine 
Street.

13     Having crossed a road and 
just before the Lordship, turn left 
through a metal gate and follow 
the path across a descending 
meadow to pick up the river bank 
and �oodplain. Follow this north 
and perhaps imagine the sound of 
drumming snipes and lapwings 
that until relatively recently nested 
in theses �elds.

14    On reaching the gate at the 
end of the path, turn right and 
cross the footbridge over the river. 
Standon ford was passable here 
until recent years but now frames 
the view of Papermill House, 
Standon’s ancient mill site. Follow 
the lane and the tower of St Mary’s 
Church comes into view, heralding 
your return to the village. Turn left 
at the Puddingstone and you will 
shortly reach your starting point 
at The Star.
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