
 

Friends of the Rib and Quin (FORQ) 
Cons6tu6on and Terms of Reference 

Aims and Objectives 
Friends of the Rib & Quin (FORQ) is a community based organisa:on dedicated to improving the 
plight of our local chalk streams, the rivers Rib and Quin, which like the other rare and precious 
chalk streams across HerBordshire and the south east of England are in crisis due to over 
abstrac:on and pollu:on. 

The River Rib is a chalk stream in North East HerBordshire that rises close to the village of 
Buckland. It then runs south through Wyddial, Bun:ngford and Westmill, before reaching 
Braughing, Standon and Puckeridge. Con:nuing south it divides the villages of Thundridge and 
Westmill before swinging south-west to join the River Lea between HerBord and Ware. 
The Quin rises close to Cokenach and flows near Barkway, Hormead and Hare Street before 
reaching Braughing and joining the Rib. 

Chalk streams are incredibly important and globally rare environment with a unique ecology.  
There are no more than 200 of these streams and rivers in the world, eight of which are in 
HerBordshire, including the Rib and Quin 

To achieve our objec:ves, we are using an ‘ABC approach’ to raise Awareness of these important 
and rare river environments through events throughout the year, Benchmark and monitor the 
river landscape, wildlife and biodiversity through ci:zen science projects and Campaign, with other 
river groups to reduce and stop the over abstrac:on of the chalk aquifer which has been slowly 
deple:ng this environment for decades. 

As a community-based organisa:on, we believe that protec:ng, conserving and improving the 
habitats and environment of the River Rib and River Quin will be of great benefit to all wildlife and 
everyone within the local community, both in terms of physical and mental wellbeing. 

To that end, we are working with local schools, parish and Town Councils, children’s organisa:ons 
(cubs, brownies etc.), local businesses and landowners, wildlife organisa:ons such as the Herts and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust h[ps://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk, together with other ‘Friends of 
River’ Groups, as well as local and na:onal poli:cians and na:onal water authori:es. 

https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk


Constitution 
FORQ is a volunteer-based organisa:on, led by an unpaid Execu:ve Commi[ee, which meets 
regularly to discuss issues facing the Rib and Quin. 

Its cons:tu:on is as follows: 

Honorary President: Sir Oliver Heald QC MP 

Chair: Mark Wilkinson, resident, Barwick Ford, Herts 

Secretary: David Edwards, resident, Bun:ngford, Herts 

Treasurer: Christopher Leage, resident, Wellpond Green, Herts 

Comms: Pauline Ayres, resident, Braughing, Herts 

Other people may be seconded onto this commi[ee as and when needed.  

In addi:on, FORQ has a list of over 200 non paying subscribers to our monthly news sheet and 
various social media outlets, many of whom have offered their services for volunteer work as 
required. 
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